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Public Service Recognition Week
 

Celebrated the first full week in May since 1985, Public Service Recognition week (PSRW) is a time set aside to

honor the men and women who serve our nation as federal, state, country and local government employees.

The American Society for Public Administration (ASPA) includes nonprofit employees in PSRW because of the

importance of public-nonprofit partnerships in the design and delivery of public services. Throughout the nation

and the world, public servants use this occasion to educate others about the work they do and why they have

chosen public service careers, as well as the many ways government services make life better for all of us. 

 

 

 

Senator Sean Ryan, Keynote Speaker

Senator Sean Ryan was elected to the New York State Senate in 2020, having previously served in the New

York State Assembly. Senator Ryan proudly grew up in Lackawanna and is a graduate of SUNY College at

Fredonia and Brooklyn Law School.

 

His broad legal experience includes work for Neighborhood Legal Services, a private law practice collaboration

with the Learning Disabilities Association of WNY concentrating on the rights of disabled students, and the

Legal Aide Bureau of Buffalo.

 

As an elected official, Senator Ryan has championed many different issues including creating a fair economy

for all, protecting taxpayer dollars, lower taxes for middle-class families and small businesses, increased

investment in education, waterfront development, neighborhood redevelopment, and clean air, water, and

environmental protection. Sean resides in the City of Buffalo with his wife Catherine Creighton and their two

daughters.

 

https://politicalscience.buffalostate.edu/psrw-2021-participant-bios


Taking place this May 2-8, this annual event calls attention to the important work happening in the public sector

throughout the year. Fundraisers, baseball games, proclamations, awards events and more take place across the

country, celebrating public service. In its 37th year, it has gained traction and prestige across the country,

including annual Congressional resolutions and White House proclamations recognizing this week-long event. 

 

U.S. Government Resolution Honoring Public Servants

 
On May 11, 2020, the U.S. Senate adopted a bipartisan resolution introduced by Senator Kyrsten Sinema [D-

Arizona] honoring federal, state and local government employees, both civilian and military, for their dedication and

continued service to the United States especially during the COVID-19 pandemic.

 

Panel 1: “Lessons from the Field: Local Government and the COVID-19 Pandemic” 

Description:  Local government officials were on the frontlines of the COVID-19 public health crisis like no other

entity. Local governments maintained critical services, communicated vital public health information, and

enforced mandates that were not always welcomed. At the same time, they re-engineered their processes to

protect their employees and the public. This panel brings together public administrators from different local

government organizations to discuss the impact of the pandemic on local governments and the lessons they have

learned in the past year. 

Participants: 

Kara Kane, Public Information Officer of Erie County Department of Health

Shawn Lavin, Amherst Town Board Member and National Guard member who was on 60 Minutes when he was

deployed to NYC at the start of the pandemic

Michael Martineck, Superintendent of Advertising and Communications for the Niagara Frontier Transportation

Authority (NFTA)

Karen Rybicki, First Deputy Commissioner of the Erie County Department of Social Services

Moderator: 

Dr. Jason Rivera, Department of Political Science and Public Administration, Buffalo State

Panel Descriptions
Click on any 

presentor's name 

to read their bio

https://www.congress.gov/member/kyrsten-sinema/S001191
https://politicalscience.buffalostate.edu/psrw-2021-participant-bios
https://politicalscience.buffalostate.edu/psrw-2021-participant-bios
https://politicalscience.buffalostate.edu/psrw-2021-participant-bios
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/covid-19-new-york-city-deaths-60-minutes-2020-04-19/


Panel 2: "Governing New York State through Crises" 

Description: In the twentieth-first century, governments in New York State have lurched from one crisis to

another. Crises have sometimes been precipitated by Albany (e.g. property tax cap and fiscal difficulties in some

municipalities), brought about by external sources (9/11, Covid 19 pandemic, climate change, rising health care

costs), and generated by overall changes to the U.S. economy (workforce retraining and strengthening K-12 public

education and New York’s two public higher education systems). Indeed, one might argue that crises are no longer

discrete and unique events facing New York State, but rather a sustained condition that has changed the very

essence of New York State governance, including with respect to how institutional actors and territorial units

relate to one another; how the public engages with politicians and bureaucrats; the role of non-state actors in both

engendering and resolving crises; and, how governing institutions function. This panel represents the beginning of

a year-long conversation that will culminate in an edited book on this subject. Given the emphasis on

“governance,” our overall goal is to examine, elucidate, and assess the ability of New York State to meet the

standards of the Excelsior motto - “ever upward.”

Chairs:   Fred Floss & Laurie Buonanno (SUNY Buffalo State)

Paper Presenters:

Fred Floss (SUNY Buffalo State): The New York State Budget in the Time of COVID: Challenges and Opportunities

Lisa Parshall (Damen College, Public Policy Fellow - Rockefeller Institute of Government): The Big Squeeze: New

York’s Towns and Villages and the Pressure for Municipal Reorganization

Greg Rabb (SUNY JCC): Fiscal Stress in Eight Small Western New York Cities

Laurie Buonanno (SUNY Buffalo State): New York State’s Madisonian Moment – Passage of the 2019 Green New

Deal

Discussant:  Frank Ciaccia, former Assistant County Manager for Genesee County, adjunct lecturer, SUNY Buffalo

State, Department of Political Science & Public Administration

Panel 3: "Chatting with Alumni: Professional Experiences and Reflections” 

Description: Alumni from the BA Political Science and MPA discuss their experiences working in the public and

nonprofit sectors and offer advice on professional and career development. 

Participants:

Ryan Gadzo, Research Analyst, Erie County Department of Senior Services, SUNY Buffalo State BA Political

Science & MPA  

Pedro Gonzalez, Chief of Staff for Erie County Legislator, April N.M. Baskin, SUNY Buffalo State PSC B.A. Graduate

Jason Hurley, Director of Community Affairs, Office of Erie County Executive Mark Polancarz, SUNY Buffalo State

PSC B.A. Graduate

Mo Sumbundo, Assistant Director at Empire State, SUNY Buffalo State BA Political Science & MPA

Naima I. Yancey, Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Officer, Statewide ADA/DRA Coordinator, NYS Office for People

With Developmental Disabilities, SUNY Buffalo State MPA

Moderators:  Makenzie R. Docteur and Katlyn Keane

https://politicalscience.buffalostate.edu/psrw-2021-participant-bios
https://politicalscience.buffalostate.edu/psrw-2021-participant-bios
https://politicalscience.buffalostate.edu/psrw-2021-participant-bios
https://politicalscience.buffalostate.edu/psrw-2021-participant-bios
https://politicalscience.buffalostate.edu/psrw-2021-participant-bios
https://politicalscience.buffalostate.edu/psrw-2021-participant-bios
https://politicalscience.buffalostate.edu/psrw-2021-participant-bios
https://politicalscience.buffalostate.edu/psrw-2021-participant-bios
https://politicalscience.buffalostate.edu/psrw-2021-participant-bios
https://politicalscience.buffalostate.edu/psrw-2021-participant-bios


Panel 4: "Effects and Responses to Covid-19 From a Non-profits Perspective" 

Description: Local nonprofit leaders discuss how the COVID-19 pandemic has affected their organization and

their unique approaches to responding to the ongoing health crisis. Participants will also share how the local

communities they work with have been impacted by the pandemic. 

Participants:

Harper Bishop, Deputy Director of Movement Building, PUSH Buffalo

Aaron Carlson, Executive Director, Hearts and Hands

Jennifer Connor, Executive Director, Justice for Migrant Families

Hana Mirach, Director of Resettlement, Journey's End Refugee Services

Mary Murphy, Chief Executive Officer, Family Justice Center

Karen L. Nicolson, Chief Executive Officer, Center for Elder Law & Justice

Franchelle C.H. Parker, Executive Director, Open Buffalo

David Zapfel, President/CEO, Gerard Place

Moderator: 

Dr. Diane Oyler, Vice President of Programs at Health Foundation for Western and Central New York

Chair: 

Dr. Mehwish Sarwari, Department of Political Science and Public Administration, Buffalo State

https://politicalscience.buffalostate.edu/psrw-2021-participant-bios
https://politicalscience.buffalostate.edu/psrw-2021-participant-bios
https://politicalscience.buffalostate.edu/psrw-2021-participant-bios
https://politicalscience.buffalostate.edu/psrw-2021-participant-bios
https://politicalscience.buffalostate.edu/psrw-2021-participant-bios
https://politicalscience.buffalostate.edu/psrw-2021-participant-bios
https://politicalscience.buffalostate.edu/psrw-2021-participant-bios
https://politicalscience.buffalostate.edu/psrw-2021-participant-bios
https://politicalscience.buffalostate.edu/psrw-2021-participant-bios
https://politicalscience.buffalostate.edu/psrw-2021-participant-bios


Academic Year 2020 - 2021 Undergraduate Awards

 
Distinguished Alumnus (of Political Science/International Relations)

Franchelle C.H. Parker, Executive Director, Open Buffalo 

Presented by Dr. Mehwish Sarwari

 

Outstanding Student in Political Science Award

Elizabeth Rakowski, Senior, International Relations Major

Presented by Dr. Mehwish Sarwari

 

Political Science Promise Award

Yusif Hussain Alisa, Political Science Major   

Presented by Dr. Adamu K. Shauku

 

Raymond P. Stone Memorial Award

Kyle Gruber, Senior, Political Science Major

Presented by Dr. Adamu K. Shauku

 

David Bullough Memorial Award

Jayde Lucas, Political Science B.A., currently an MPA student

Presented by Dr. Jason Rivera

Isabella Moo, Senior, International Relations Major

Presented by Dr. Peter Yacobucci

 

Special Political Science Award

Siti Khadijah Binti Abdul Salam, Senior, International Relations Major

Presented by Dr. Patrick McGovern

 

Presidential Electoral College Prediction Contest Winner

David Burns, Senior, Political Science Major

Presented by Dr. Peter Yacobucci

 

Pi Sigma Alpha Inductions 

Siti Khadijah

Binti Abdul Salam

Nadine Budzynski

Nathania Capriles

Coltrane Jake Plaia

Alexander Jeffrey Quinn

Cristian Victor Schuster

Presented by Dr. Patrick McGovern

 



Academic Year 2020 - 2021 Graduate Awards

 
Outstanding Service to the MPA Program Award

- Dr. Laurie Buonanno-

Dr. Suparna Soni will present

 

PAD Outstanding MPA Alumni Award

 - Alexander P. DeSha - 

Dr. Jason Rivera will present 

 

Keith Henderson Scholarship Award

Renee Melton

Dr. Behjat Henderson & Dr. Susan Henderson will present

 

PAD Outstanding MPA Project

 - John Karyczak (Public Administration) - 

Dr. Jason Rivera will present

 - Taylor Johnson (Nonprofit Management) - 

Dr. Atta Ceesay will present

 

NYS Assembly Fellows

- Taylor Johnson -

- Nicole Golias -

 
Pi Alpha Alpha Inductions

Alexander DeSha

Shiana Eve

Nicole Golias

Jenna Grainer

Clifford Jackson

Taylor Johnson

John Karyczak

Katlyn Keane

Patricia Patton

Elda Pichardo

Jessica Trainor

Nikia Brown

Dr. Atta Ceesay and Esmeralda Sierra will present the new inductees

 
ASPA 2020 Awards

Excellence in Government Administration: Oluwole A. McFoy, 

General Manager Buffalo Sewer Authority

   Excellence in Non-Profit Administration: Diane Oyler, Ph.D., 

Vice President of Programs Health Foundation for Western & Central New York

Excellence in Public Administration Education: Laurie A. Buonanno, Ph.D. 

Professor of Political Science, SUNY Buffalo State

Tony Astran, President of the ASPA Buffalo Niagara Chapter will present 

 



PAD Outstanding MPA Projects

Taylor Johnson

City of Buffalo Urban Agriculture Guide

Abstract

 

           The purpose of this project is to research and catalog information about the urban growing community in

Buffalo, New York, ultimately creating a first-of-its-kind Urban Agriculture Guide resource for growers, city

residents, and government officials alike. While the urban growing community in Buffalo, NY is tight-knit and

expanding, no resource currently exists to better inform local residents and government officials about the

extent or availability of the city’s local agricultural food system and produce. As such, a compiled guide which

details Buffalo’s urban growers, urban farming practices, and fundamental food systems knowledge will help

to unify food producers, consumers, and regulators in an increasingly chaotic food system. In this context,

urban agriculture is confined to only those growers that maintain agricultural lands within the City of Buffalo

and only those growers that maintain membership with the Greater Buffalo Urban Growers (GBUG). 

 

 

John Karyczak

Cultivating Sustainable Communities: A Comparison of Climate Action Plans

 for the Largest Upstate New York Municipalities

Abstract

 

           This study evaluates climate action plans for the four largest cities in Upstate New York. These cities fall

within a comparable cohort based on census, climate, and geographical characteristics. The four cities also all

have equal access to the abundant resources for sustainable development provided by the State of New

York. The methodological mechanism used is a comprehensive rubric that scores each climate action plan for

the mention and elaboration of 22 policies. These policies are designed to cover the scope of necessary

implementations to reduce greenhouse gasses and invigorate sustainable development. The policies are

broken up in three categories – essential, priority, and additional – based on greenhouse gas reduction

impacts in a city. The results of the research suggest that these cities have climate action plans with low

representation of essential policies and few high scores in each of the categories. If the cities are to make

headway in their reduction of greenhouse gasses, a reevaluation of their climate action plans will be

necessary.

 



What will you miss most about Buffalo State?

I will miss everyone who helps me successfully finish my bachelor’s degree,

especially my virtual political science and international relations instructors.

Again, those who have never given up on me to achieve my dreams. Also, I will

miss our Butler Library, where I spend almost twelve hours every day studying

and working.

What are your plans after graduation?

I am planning to take at least two years off from being at school. I need a

vacation to forget everything that happened for the past five years! But not

the knowledge that I gained and learned from my professors.

 

What will you miss most about Buffalo State?

I will miss my fellow classmates the most. Building relationships with and

learning from people from a variety of backgrounds, has been one of the most

rewarding experiences throughout the past four years.

What are your plans after graduation?

After taking a year off, I plan to attend law school. My research focus within law

school will revolve around administrative and Constitutional law. 

 

What will you miss most about Buffalo State?

What I will miss the most about Buffalo State is the accepting and diverse

environment that Buff State offers. 

What are your plans after graduation?

After I graduate I plan to learn new languages such as Italian and Japanese.

Also, I plan to go to graduate school and study business.

Senior Spotlight Gallery
SITI KHADIJAH

ABDUL SALAM

KYLE GRUBER

PAULINA VARGAS



What will you miss most about Buffalo State?

What I will miss most are the great friendships and connections I have made with

students and professors. It was because of my professor, I had the opportunity

to work in a law firm in both Buffalo and Manhattan. Also, I will miss my time as

the Chief Justice of the Judicial Council with all of the USG business staff and

students. I will be forever grateful for the opportunities and connections I have

received outside of the campus as well.

What are your plans after graduation?

After graduation, I will finish my time working for Hurwitz & Fine, P. C. In the fall, I

will be attending law school in New York City. I picked two schools from my

acceptance and will commit in the upcoming weeks. These schools are both in

the New York City area.

What will you miss most about Buffalo State?

What I will miss most about Buffalo State is being a Resident Assistant. It was so

fun meeting such amazing students who have touched my heart and who I have

made great relationships with. #RALife

What are your plans after graduation?

For the last couple of years, I have began to really dive into my future in activism.

I have been able to reach people in high places and make real life changes for

those people who look like me. After graduation, I will continue to fight for the

rights of African American’s & Women. I have been thinking about running for NYS

Assembly and eventually becoming a congress woman and joining the

Congressional Black Caucus. Where ever my road takes me, I just hope to make

my family and my community proud.

What will you miss most about Buffalo State?

I will miss the people. I have never met such easy going people until I came to

college. I feel free to be myself at Buffalo State. I’ll miss that the most.

What are your plans after graduation?

 I want to go into medical law. I would love to fight for the justice and health of

others. That is my passion.

NICHOLAS LEE

JAYDE LUCAS

SYLVIA WILSON



What will you miss most about Buffalo State?

The thing I will miss most about Buffalo State is the community within the

political science department! Having professors care about my projects, goals,

and interests made my time at Buffalo State extremely productive and enjoyable.

I would like to thank the political science department for being hands on with the

learning environment they have curated in which valuable opportunities, events,

organization participation, and trips were made possible to help us students

thrive and I can tell you it was greatly appreciated!

What are your plans after graduation?

Moving on after graduation I am hoping to gain a year or two of relevant work

experience within the international affairs, diplomacy, or international relations

realm before moving on with graduate school applications. 

 What will you miss most about Buffalo State?

I will miss the environment of my department. I won’t miss asking for extensions

on late assignments, but I will miss being a student. I’ve learned a lot from my

peers and professors, even some life meaning values. I hope I can share what I’ve

gained from my fellow peers and professors and share my perspective with

others.

What are your plans after graduation?

After college, I will be traveling by to Myanmar to potentially work with the Free

Burma Rangers as a result of the recent Myanmar Military Coup. Afterwards, I will

be moving to China to teach English at Shandong Polytechnic University in Jinan,

China.

What will you miss most about Buffalo State?

Although I am so happy that I am about to be done with this chapter, the thing I

will miss the most about buffalo state is the connections I have made with so

many students and professors. I came to buffalo state not knowing what to

expect, seeing so many of my friends leave, got into depressive situations that

made me wanna give it all up. However, with the help of my professors and

friends I was able to pick myself up and work even more harder to achieve my

goal. I am forever grateful especially to my professors. 

What are your plans after graduation?

After graduation, I plan on working with the nonprofit organization, International

Rescue Committee, where I am currently an intern. I also plan on opening my own

business.

ELIZABETH

RAKOWSKI

ISABELA MOO

AISSATOU DIALLO



What will you miss most about Buffalo State?

I will miss the faculty most. I will miss candid conversations with my instructors

and advisors not just about graduate work but about navigating life overall.

What are your plans after graduation?

Ideally, I would like to work in foreign service/international public management.

Pragmatically, as a current state employee with 18 years in the system, I intend

to apply for state and federal jobs that will allow me to keep and grow my pension

to retirement age, serving in a management role within the public sector.

  

What will you miss most about Buffalo State?

I'll miss the wonderful and insightful students I got to learn with and the

passionate and smart faculty I got to learn from.

What will you miss most about Buffalo State?

After concluding a placement with the Chair of Education for the New York

Assembly, I hope to move back to Western New York and continue to work on

education policy.

What will you miss most about Buffalo State?

What I will miss the most about Buffalo State College is the wonderful people

that I met throughout the MPA program.

What are your plans after graduation?

My plan after graduation is to pursue my second degree in Health Care. I am really

excited about this, and I feel that having an MPA degree will enhance my

leadership role through Health Care.

Masters of Public Administration

Graduates
SHIANA EVE

NICOLE GOLIAS

ELDA PICHARDO



What will you miss most about Buffalo State?

Most of all I miss the professors at Buffalo State! I will genuinely miss Dr.

Ceesay's laugh as she negotiates our syllabi, Professor Stone's Star Trek mug,

Dr. Buoanno's enthusiasm for political theory, Dr. Soni's warm smile, and

Professor Ranahan's hands on approach to leadership. And that's only to name a

few! 

What will you miss most about Buffalo State?

Since graduating in December 2020, I have been serving as a Graduate Scholar at

the New York State Assembly where I work on the Local Governments

Committee. Beginning in September, I am pleased to announce that I will be

serving as an Excelsior Service Fellow in Albany, likely in the Department of

Agriculture and Markets. Ultimately, my goal is to combat systemic food

insecurity at a federal policy level!

 

What will you miss most about Buffalo State?

Caring friends and supportive professors have helped me get through grad

school and I truly value the relationships I have been able to build here at Buffalo

State. The students, faculty and staff are what make this place so inspiring and I

will miss them!

What are your plans after graduation?

I'm moving to Denver, Colorado in late May with my partner who will complete his

Medical Residency there. However, for the summer I am working as a wilderness

guide in Maine. I need to take a break from computers! I will start job searching for

a position in the nonprofit sector in Denver working with refugees and/or

undocumented immigrants. Hopefully I will be able to find a full-time job by late

summer and move to Denver for real then!

TAYLOR 

JOHNSON

KATLYN KEANE



Program Organizers

 
The Political Science and Public Administration Department, SUNY Buffalo State

The American Society of Public Administration (ASPA), Buffalo-Niagara Chapter

 

 Funding Provided by

 
Dr. Ronald J. Peters - Dr. Peters earned his B.S in education from Buffalo State in

1959. Dr. Peters is Professor Emeritus at the University of Illinois - School of Labor

and Employment Relations

 

PSRW Program Committee

 

Dr. Mehwish Sarwari (Chair)

Dr. Atta Ceesay 

Dr. Laurie Buonanno

Mr. Brian Bray (ASPA)

Mr. Tony Astran (ASPA)

Mr. Michael Hughes (ASPA)

Mr. Chris Kuwik (ASPA)

Ms. Mackenzie Docteur (ASPA)

Ms. Katlyn Keane (MPA Graduate)

 
 



Please consider donating directly to funds which enhance programs and student

development sponsored by the Public Administration Program - a general fund and

a scholarship as follows:

 

The Public Administration Fund supports public administration events such as MPA

student mixers, Public Service Recognition Week, and invited guest speakers

(travel costs), events which MPA alumni and guests are always welcome.

 


